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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
ORIGNAL APPLICATION NO. 455/2015

@O _IN THEE”MATTER OF:

[OF
DR. DEVASHISH BHATTACHARYA ....PETITIONER
VERSUS
STATE OF UTTAR PRADESH & ORS. ....RESPONDENTS

REPLY AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO. 6
DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, AGRA TO THE ORIGINAL
APPLICATION NO. 455/2015

I, Aravind Bangari S/o Shri Mallappa, aged about 43 years
working as District Magistrate, Agra having an office at Agra (U.P.)

do hereby state on solemn affirmation as under :

1, That the Deponent is currently posted as
635 %»t}w P . :
: District Magistrate, Agra and is authorized and competent to

the captioned affidavit. That the Deponent is the
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Respondent No. 6 in the present above stated matter and is
being well conversant with the facts of the present case and is

deposing herein below.

That the Deponent has read the contents of the Original
Application, and he is thereafter giving the reply to the
averments made in the Application, however before giving the
reply to the contents of the Original Application, the factual

matrix is stated below:-

PRELIMINARY OBJECTIONS:

That the captioned Original Application bearing No. 455/2015
was filed by the Applicant alleging‘ that large scale pollution is
being caused in Agra city by unorganized ‘Petha’
manufacturing industry and the Applicant prayed for
directions from this Hon'ble Tribunal for stopping using of
fossil fuels for manufacturing of ‘Petha’ and also sought
directions to the Petha manufacturers not to dispose of waste
products in sewage or in open places in Agra as per directions
of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India passed in Writ Petition
(Civil) No. 13381 of 1984 Shri M.C. Mehta Vs. Union of
India & others.

t \it is submitted that with a view to shift Petha

%{A;Il\l}facturing business from the heart of city of Agra which
7 A F
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were spreading pollution, Agra Development Authority, Agra
carved out a separate Colony in the year 1998 in Kalindi Vihar
area called “Petha Nagari" where it proposed to shift Petha

units from the heart of city of Agra to Kalindi Vihar Area Petha
Nagari, Agra.

5. That the Petitioner is seeking relief in respect of relocation of
the Petha manufacturers in the city of Agra to a distant place.
The cause of action stated in the Original Application does not
concern with the Answering Respondent as Agra Development
Authority (Respondent No. 4) has already taken necessary

action on its part as stated in the above para.

PARAWISE REPLY:

1. That the contents of Para 1 of the O.A. need no reply being not
concerned with the Answering Respondent, if any contrary

then the Answering Respondent deny the same in toto.

2. That the contents of Para 2 of the O.A. need no reply being not
concerned with the Answering Respondent, however it is
stated that Respondent No. 4 (Agra Development Authority)
has already made a scheme for relocation of the Petha

1y
jé\h’m 6% %manufacmring in Sector B, Kalindi Vihar Scheme, Agra.

ﬁ‘g the contents of Para 3 of the O.A is admitted only to the

ot

ent that that the Petha manufacturing unit is a cottage

Arturis b
wivocdaie
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industry and has been in operation since centuries giving
employments to local people within the city. Efforts are being
made by Respondent No. 4 (Agra Development Authority) and
District Administration for shifting of Petha manufacturing
units from the city to Kalindi Vihar Scheme. It is also
submitted that a total number of 153 plots have been
earmarked for Petha manufacturers in Kalindi Vihar Scheme
out of which 104 plots have been already allotted to Petha
manufacturers and rest 49 plots are in the process for
allotment.

That the contents of Para 4 of the O.A. need no reply being not
concerned with the Answering Respondent, however it is
submitted that that Petha manufacturing units are registered
in the Department of Food and Drug Administration and does

not fall in the purview of Directorate of Industries, U.P.

That the contents of Para 5 to 10 of the O.A. is wrong and
denied being false. It is submitted that the Petha
manufactures have already been shifted to the Petha Nagari
developed by the Agra Development Authority at Kalindi
Vihar. It is further submitted that there is no use of Coal/
ggl:e{:[wood in the Agra city within Taj Trapezium Zone and

now the primary source of fuel is gas, moreover, the Applicant

i
!
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submitted that in the 56t meeting dated 25.04.2022 of 'Taj
Trapezium Zone Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority
(Answering Respondent) direction has been given to Additional
District Magistrates (City), Agra that coal/coke/ wood/leather
cutting should not be used in the production of Petha by the
Petha manufacturing unit wunder any -circumstances.
Similarly, it is the responsibility of Sub-Divisional Magistrates
(SDM's) in Tehsils that coal/coke/ wood/leather cutting
should not be used in the production of Petha by the Petha
manufacturing units. Subsequently, Answering Respondent in
its 57 meeting dated 10.08.2022 has given direction to the
District Magistrate, Agra to ensure that coal/coke/wood
/leather cutting should not be used in any condition in the
production of Petha. Similarly, it should be ensured in Tehsils
through Sub-Divisional Magistrates (SDM's) that coal/coke/
leather /wood should not be used in the production of Petha
by the Petha manufacturing units and hence there is no
violation of the order of the Hon’ble Supreme Court passed on
dated 30.12.1996 in the Writ Petition (C) No. 13381 of 1984
(M.C. Mehta Vs. Union of India & Others). A Copy of the

Minutes of meetings of the Answering Respondent dated

25.04.2022 and 10.08.2022 is annexed herein and marked as

614
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Hon'ble Supreme Court has been complied in letter and spirit.
There is no violation of the Hon’ble Supreme Court's order
passed on dated 30.12.1996 in Writ Petition (C) No. 13381 of
1984 (M.C. Mehta Vs. Union of India & others). It is further
submitted that Joint efforts are being made by the concerned
departments to curb the industrial pollution, vehicular
pollution, bio-mass and solid waste burning, construction and
road dust etc. for improving the ambient air quality in Taj
Trapezium Zone, which is being monitored regularly by
concerned departments. As a result of these efforts in the year
2023 Agra has been awarded 2nd Prize Nationally in category-1
(more than 10 lac Population) for taking air quality
improvement measures under National Clean Air Program
(NCAP) by Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Government of India. In the year 2024 also, Agra has
been awarded 3t Prize Nationally in category-1 (more than 10
lac pollution) for taking air quality improvement measures
under National Clean Air Program (NCAP) by Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of
India. A Copy of letter dated August 2023 and 03.09.2024 of
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
overnment of India is annexed herein and marked as

Vs
nexure 2 ‘Colly’.

;l:h the contents of Para 12 to 13 of the O.A. is wrong and
| demad bemg false, it is submitted that the Judgment and
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order of the Hon'ble Supreme Court order passed on dated

30.12.1996 in Writ Petition (C) No. 13381 of 1984 (M.C. Mehta

Vs. Union of India & others) has been complied in letter and

spirit. It is also pertinent to mention here that the article titled

‘Environmental Management of Petha Industry in Agra City’
published in the Journal of Civil Engineering and
Environmental Technology was published in August 2014
which is more than 10 year old. Presently, it is submitted that
the situation is different as the Petha manufacturing units are
using commercial LPG as a fuel and regular monitoring is
being done by the District Administration, Agra and whenever,
if any Petha Manufacturing units are found operational by
coal/coke/ wood etc. strict action is being taken by the
District Administration along with Police, Municipal
Corporation and U.P. Pollution Control Board.

8. That the contents of Para 14 to 24 of the O.A. need no reply
being not concerned with the Answering Respondent and
being matter of records, if any contrary then the Answering

Respondent deny the same in toto.

9. That the contents of Para 25 to 28 of the O.A. so far as related

r)to the Answering Respondent are incorrect, false and denied.
t is stated that the Agra Development Authority has already

d the basic infrastructure i.e. road, surface drain,

YU\ Ve
% e \ sevkerage surface pavement, water supply pipeline, electricity
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etc. in Petha Nagari. It is also submitted that Agra
Development Authority has also allotted a plot specifically to
M/s Green Gas Ltd. in Petha Nagari for CNG station and the
possession of the plot has also been handed over to the gas
company. Thus, all the necessary infrastructure as required

by the Petha industry is developed by the Agra Development
Authority.

10. That the contents of Para 29 of the O.A. need no reply
being not concerned with the Answering Respondent, if
any contrary then the Answering Respondent deny the

same in toto.

11. That the contents of Para 30 of the O.A. is wrong and denied.
It is submitted that in compliance of order passed on dated
30.12.1996 in Writ Petition (Civil) No. 13381 of 1984 (M.C
Mehta V/s Union of India and Ors.) by the Hon'ble Supreme
Court of India, 24 hours electric supply is being provided by
Torrent Power Ltd. under Dakshinanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam
Ltd. A copy of the e-mail letter dated 11.10.2024 sent by

Torrent Power Ltd. is annexed herein and marked as

SM (’5>’) '}Kn\?;;xure-&

5 hat the contents of Para 31 of the O.A is wrong, false and
Hlimgte gé denied, the reply to the said Para has already been
oo sk gi,veln in Paras above, if any contrary then the Answering

LU T R‘eépﬁndent denies the same in toto.




13.

14.

15.

16.

That the contents of Para 32 of the O.A need no reply being
not concerned with the Answering Respondent, if any contrary

then the Answering Respondent deny the same in toto.

That the contents of Para 33 of the O.A the reply to the said
Para has already been given in Paras above, if any contrary

then the Answering Respondent denies the same in toto.

That the contents of Para 34 to 36 need no reply being not
concerned with the Answering Respondent, if any contrary

then the Answering Respondent deny the same in toto.

That considering the averment made in above Paras, it is
respectfully submitted that this Hon’ble Tribunal may kindly
dismiss the present Original Application of the Applicant as

against the Respondent no. 6.

In view of the facts/contentions and submission set in present

Reply Affidavit, the Answering Respondent No. 6 prays that this
Hon’ble Tribunal may be pleased to dismiss the present Original

Application a; _ﬁrayed therein.
7

e

DEPONENT
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VERIFICATION

I, the above-mentioned Deponent, do hereby verify that the
contents of the above Affidavit and the Annexure herewith are true
and correct to the best of knowledge, no part of its false and

nothing material has been concealed therefrom.

Verified at AO KB on this day of &t APL:
of 2025.
%M '
~ A b nj £ DEPONENT
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“7. In view of above, we direct the Taj Trapezium Zone Pollution (Prevention and Control)
Authority and the State PCB and other concerned Departments to hold a joint meeting within
one month and prepare an action plan for remedial action having regard to the ground situation
$0 as to support the ‘Sustainable Development’ principle. State PCB will be the nodal agency for
compliance. This will also include scientific management of slurry, instailing proper Rain Water
Harvesting systems, air quality norms and regulation of groundwater in the interest of rule of
law and protection of environment and public health. The application is disposed of. A copy of
this order be forwarded to the Chief Secretary, Uttar Pradesh, State PCB and Taj Trapezium
Zone Poliution (Prevention and Control) Authority by e-mail for compliance.”
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T TTER, sy
® Naresh Pal Gangwar, ias

Dear smb. Hemelodo Di Wepol ) O e e

Cities
Indore
21 Agra 186.
(>10 lakh papulation) " Thre b
Category 2 1 Amravali 194
24 Moradabad 186.2
SrINIeh popian) 3 | Guntur 1858
Catagory 3 i Parwanoo . A
b Kala Amb 193
(<3 lakh population) o ae R
Swachh mmwwbmmmmsmarmm.m.
Intemational Canvention Center in Bhopal,
& W View of the above It is requesled to atfand the Swachh Vayu Diwas 2023 to receive the
cash award on bahalf of your cily.
Yours sincerely,
Bat wishyl,
(Naresh p Vw
Smt. Hemalata Diwakar
Mayor
Agra
e e

mm.m'wnmﬂm#,mamwummwhmm. 7"':;

9 Rah-110000, B, (011) 20819247, i—*wmmh Sty

Peithvi Win s’Fhw.-Roomuo.sus,WnPaymm_mm n, Jor Road, :
New gﬂlﬂ-‘l‘lm Tol.: (011) 20819247, E-mail: unn.mw':'l: Gﬂfa ﬂa’tﬂﬁ
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ARG SR
wafaRer, 99 ¢F Sty aRads waery
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA "
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
i gafavor 999, Wi 9 A=,
¢ fRee—110 003
INDIRA PARYAVARAN BHAWAN, JOR BAGH ROAD,

NEW DELHI10 003
Website : moef.nic.in

=

Dr. Prashant Gargava
Director, NCAP

D.O. No. Z-18011/02/2020-CPA
Deeoa Stans Kok efucal, Dated: o3™ September, 2024

As you are aware that Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change issued
guidelines for Ranking of Cities (Swachh Vayu Survekshan) under National Clean Air
Programme (NCAP) vide letter dated 10" August 2022 for selecting best performing
cities for air quality improvement measures. All 131 cities have submitted the self-
assessment reports for FY 2023-24 which were evaluated by Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) in line with the guidelines of Swachh Vayu Survekshan.

2 Based on the evaluation carried out for 131 cities, Agra city has been selected
as one of the best performing cities and ranked third in the population category-1 (more
than 10 lakh) under Swachh Vayu Survekshan,2024,

3. In this regard, Agra will be felicitated with cash award by the Hon'ble Minister
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and Hon'ble Chief Minister of Rajasthan
during Swachh Vayu Diwas 2024 scheduled to be held on 7" September, 2024 at
Jaipur Exhibition and Convention Centre in Jaipur, Rajasthan.

4. | extend cordial invitation to join the Swachh Vayu Diwas, 2024 along with
Hon'ble Mayor to receive the cash award on behalf of your city,

Wil papeary  Youssi,
5

(Prashant Gargava)

Shri Ankit Khandelwal

Municipal Commissioner

Agra Nagar Nigam

Near Soorsadan, M.G, Road,

Sanjay Place, Agra - 282002, Uttar Pradesh




Annex.%

‘tlz pmu <ttzpmu2@gmail.com>

Fwd: Regarding power availability information for April to Sep 24 month in TPL area
of operations
1 message

RO Agra <roagra@uppcb.in> Tue, Oct 15, 2024 at 12:08 PM
To: ttz pmu <tizpmu2@gmail.com>

Forwarded message
From: <RajatK@torrentpower.com>

Date: Fri, Oct 11, 2024 at 10:51AM

Subject: Regarding power availability information for April to Sep 24 month in TPL area of operations
To: <roagra@uppcb.in>

Cc: <bhupendrasingh@torrentpower.com>

e

Dear Sir,

With reference to citied subject lines & in reference to instruction by your good office, we are enclosing the power
availability report in TPL area of operation (Agra District) for last 06 Months; kindly find enclosed information.

Srno Month Power Availability (HH:MM)
1 Apr-24 23:55
2 May-24 23:50
3 Jun-24 23:49

jards,




